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Dear Colleagues, Dear participants of the symposium, Dear friends,

I am very pleased to have a possibility to greet participants of the GI2005-Symposium (The 4th Saxonian GIStrategy-FORUM) which will be held at May 12 /13th, 2005 in DRESDEN (Saxony).

Dresden is a world famous center of GI/GIS and Cartography which are developed in public and private sectors. Dresden is also city localized on Elbe river and its inhabitants very well know what are natural disasters, especially floods. It is not surprise that also this fact is encouraging research and application efforts to deal with many practical problems of everyday life. 

International Cartographic Association and me as its president are fully aware of and appreciating the role of GI and GIS in the development of cartography. Contemporary we are trying to formulate position of Cartography in the Information/Knowledge based Society and help to deal with geographic information (GI) in all complicated processes we can see today over the World.
Nowadays, intelligent access to databases and interactive user support can be used not only for the location of suitable maps on the Internet, but also for map creation and modification according to specific and individual requirements. Instead of just using maps that were created by someone else in advance, new research technologies allow individuals to use cartography interactively, on the basis of individual user's requirement, to study and present spatial information. New technologies allow "live connection" between the instinctive inner sphere of our cognition and - via direct interaction - new generation of cartographic visualizations and thereby also with the almost infinite resources of the Internet. 

In contemporary Europe we can see  new types of cooperation and one of the most important is cross-border one. The creation, maintenance and vitality  of regional spatial data infrastructures are very important and unreplacable. Without guaranteed access (in sensu lato meaning) to the geospatial data and information also the cartographical ambitions to be part of the game will be hard to reach. So there is much at stake for us cartographers as well. The ICA institutional structure in which this development works is done is mostly bottom-up: ICA commissions and Working Groups (such as Early warning, Ubiquitous mapping, Visualization, Mapping and the Internet) decide for themselves how they go about solving the tasks that have been set to them, even if, like our Commission on Standards, they have to work within frameworks set by others.

The Tsunami tragedy has shown us, that local disasters can have global impact. Disaster reduction is not simply a matter of sophisticated technology and hardware; at root, it is also a matter of communication and education, we need a global early warning system. But let us remember: technology is not a cure-all. We have to radically revise our development models so that reducing and managing risk becomes central to sustainable development policy.

Realization of these ideas could  be linked with SDI efforts in Europe, especially INSPIRE, in global level Global Mapping and GSDI. But until now potential of these efforts are not enough visible in disaster management conferences documents. May be one of the problem is that we still are too much concerned with the technological aspects but not enough with developing approaches towards people who needs all of our data for their everyday life, but also need to get them in a form they can understand.
I hope that GI2005-Symposium will give new impulses for finding of the answers for these kind of questions.

I wish you a fruitfull and successfull symposium.

Milan KONECNY

President of ICA


May 10th, 2005 
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